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WorKshoP communiQuÉ
“ In the long history of mankind (and animal kind) those who learned to collaborate  
and improvise most effectively have prevailed.”  – Charles Darwin

There are technologies currently available, or being developed, which can greatly assist people with 
limitations associated with ageing or disability to enjoy a better quality of and more productive life.  

The Australian Academy of Technological Sciences and Engineering (ATSE) convened a workshop in 
Sydney on 25 and 26 October 2012 to discuss the formation of a network to link technology providers, 
researchers, consumers and carer organisations and their representatives across the disability and aged 
care sector. 
The workshop was attended by about 30 participants, representing a broad spectrum of these interests.
The workshop highlighted:
n  the opportunities and challenges emerging from the application of assistive technologies for older 

Australians and people with a disability;
n  the future of the Australian medical technology industry and its possible contribution;
n  the potential for assistive technologies to significantly transform human capabilities; and 
n  the role of cross-sectoral collaboration in effective application of enabling technologies.  

The last of these, based on the experiences of the South Australian Medical Device Partners Program 
(which was the subject of a workshop presentation), provided a particularly powerful model of what 
could be achieved, despite major barriers, through building effective collaboration and networks.

This communiqué is based on discussions at the workshop and views expressed by  
the majority of the delegates.

1. EnablE hEalthy inDEpEnDEnt living
As Australia’s population ages, we will face increasing challenges in maintaining healthcare standards. 
The deployment of assistive technologies can help improve quality of life and decrease healthcare costs. 
These same technologies can improve the quality of life for Australians with disabilities.  

2. FaCilitatE Collaboration
Currently, there are only very limited mechanisms for bringing Emerging Assistive and Medical 
Technology (EAMT) stakeholders together to work on the development and deployment of smart 
technologies that can confer so many benefits in life quality and value to the economy. 

“ The multidisciplinary nature of aged care services across ICT, health and medical care, housing and other 
services means that many stakeholders and agencies need to work together to fully implement the vision 
for aged care in the future.”  – national Enabling technologies Strategy Expert Forum 

To ensure that Australia maximises the benefits from the wide range of existing and emerging assistive 
and medical technologies strong communication channels between the various parties in a range of 
different fields are needed. The multidisciplinary nature of these different fields makes the creation of 
a network even more important, if we are to make real progress in harnessing assistive technologies to 
meet growing needs.
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3. EStabliSh a viSion
The workshop established a clear vision for the future network, with an emphasis on a positive 
positioning to support high-quality lives with ready access to economic opportunities and social 
engagement for all Australians constrained by ageing and disability.  It agreed the ultimate users of 
technology-assisted products and services should be the central focus of all activity.

4. DEvElop a nEtwork moDEl 
Workshop participants discussed the nature and scope of the proposed network. Examples of other 
successful networks were carefully examined and useful guidelines established. It agreed the proposed 
network needed to go beyond facilitating communication to include promoting collaboration. 

The aim agreed was to ensure that the outcomes would be achieved more effectively and efficiently than 
if the parties had tried to achieve these on their own. The ultimate objective was to provide improved 
services for individuals, carers, families, healthcare personnel and for the nation as a whole.

The workshop recognised there are already a significant number of organisations with responsibility 
in this area. The objective of the EAMT Network would be to work with and to link these various 
groups by providing access to information about appropriate assistive and medical technologies and 
constraints to their effective application and diffusion.

A number of appropriate roles for the EAMT network were identified. These included:
n  facilitating advocacy for the removal of barriers to the effective adoption of EAMTs;
n  providing access to information and expertise (an information hub);
n  developing a capacity to analyse and advise on regulations and standards, and
n  promoting collaboration between researchers, industry, government and consumers. 

The workshop noted that social networking tools could provide an important mechanism 
for identifying and engaging a wider audience for the potential of the application of 
EAMTs.

It agreed a self-sustaining model for the network was essential and would need to be 
based on an appropriate business model which generated the revenue necessary for the 
network to operate as an independent and authoritative body. 

A range of potential investors, or sponsors, were identified across a number of sectors and 
raising of funds from Governments, and via a membership scheme, were also examined.

5. movE ForwarD
The participants expressed strong commitment to establish an appropriate EAMT (or similarly named) 
Network.
 
The ATSE Steering Committee determined it would develop a short paper, outlining the value 
proposition for the network for both members and investors, and a draft Business Plan to assist the 
“start-up phase” of an EAMT Network in 2013.  

“ The most dramatic innovation introduced with the roll out of our species is not the prowess of individual 
minds but the ability to harness that prowess across many individuals.  – Jason mitchell 2010 
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workShop kEy SESSionS
Future of the medical technology industry in australia: linking research, industry and End Users 

Ms Anne Trimmer, CEO, Medical Technology Association of Australia 

the role of Enabling assistive technologies in aged and Disabled Care – key opportunities and Challenges 

Mrs Jennene Buckley, CEO, Feros Care 

the role of technology in Using brain plasticity – a Case Study 

Professor Harvey Dillon, Director of Research, National Acoustic Laboratories 

the role of Cross-Section Collaboration in addressing opportunities and Challenges for Enabling assistive 

technologies 

Professor Karen Reynolds FTSE, Director, Medical Device Research Institute 

workShop DEtailS 
The workshop was held at the NSW Trade and Investment Centre, Sydney, on 25 & 26 October, involving over 30 

participants including senior representatives from government, industry, academia, public sector research organisations 

and potential funding agencies. For details please see the workshop programme and workshop issues paper. 
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